Clinical evaluation of anterior restorative materials.
There are many materials (metallic and tooth-colored) which can be used to restore lost tooth structure and defects of anterior teeth. Protection of the pulp and periodontium are important considerations in restoring form, function, and smile. None of the present restorative materials is ideal in every respect. By knowing the properties of each material, alterations can be made in the cavity preparation, insertion of materials, and finishing procedures to overcome many weaknesses and enhance the strong qualities. The finest material will fail unless every procedure is carefully planned and executed. Patient cooperation is essential in respect to diet, hygiene, and maintenance recalls. The right combination of these fundamentals will spell "Happy Dentistry".